GINO GASPARELLI

ON DEG. 7 1941 MY DUTY STATION WAS AT WHRELER FIELD
ON THE ISLAND OF OAHU,ONE OF THE HAWATIIN ISLANDS.
WHZELER FIZLD WAS THE LARGZIBT FIGHTER AIR BASE ON THE
ISLAND. THE BASE HAD BEEN ON' AN ALERT STA US ALL
WEEK LONG UNTIL SATURDAY MORNING 6 DEC.194L.

THE ALERT WAS CALLED QFF AFTER‘MORNINé&EﬁSR§CTION,
BUT ALL OF THE 48 OR SO FIGHTER PLANZS WERE LEFT . ... -
LINED UP WING TIP TO WING TIF ON THE RAMP IN FRONT

OF THE 4 LARGE PLANE HANGARS. ALL PZRSONNZL NOT ON.
WCEK END DUTY COULD GO ON WEZK END PABS. = '~ .
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I DID NOT LRAVE THE FIELD THAT SATURDAY BECAUSE A
$GT, FRIEND,AND I HAD PLANED TO TAKE A TRIP AROUND
THE ISLAND ON SUNDAY,7 DBZC.1S41 AFTER BREAKFAST..

AFTTZR RETURHING TO MY BARRACK FROM THE MESS HALL WHICH
WAS ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES TO EIGHT I WAS TALKING TC SGT.
PRICE AND WS HIARD PLANES THAT DID NOT SOUND ANY THING
LIKZ OUR OWN P40 OR P36 FIGHTZR PLANES. THEY ALSO
SOUNDED LIKT THEY WERE FLYING VERY LOW.THIS MUST HAVE
BEZN JUST ABOUT FIVE MINUTES TO EIGHT OCLOCK A.M.

I RAN OUT THE BACK DOOR OF THE BARRACK,LOOK=D UP' 4ND
SAW A LARGE BLACK PAINTZD PLANE COMING TOWARDS MY
BARR4CK. THE PLANE WAS FLYING NO HIGHER THAN TREE
TOP LEVEL, AND I COULD SEX. THE MICHINE GUNNER IN

THE RTAR SEAT.THE PLANE WAS JUST ABOUT OVER THE BAR-
RACK WHEN HE RELEASED A BOMB .FOR A MOMEZNT I WAS
STUNED WHEN I SAW THIS,AND REALIZED WE WERE UNDIR AN
ATTACK.

1 RAN BACK INTO THE BARRACK SCRIAMING THAT WE WERE
UWDER AN ATTAGK,AND ORDEZRED THE MEN IN KY SQUAD TO
GET OUT,DRESSID OR NOT DRESSED.SOME WERE STILL IN
'BED,AND SOME STILL HAD HANG OVERS FROM BIING ON PASS
"HT NIGHT BEFORE.THAT FIRST BOMB HAD JUST HIT OHE OF
THE HANGIRS.

AFTZR TTLLING THE MEN TO GET OUT FaBT IALSO RAN QUT

THE BAGK DOOR,AND SAW SGT.THOMAS OUR PLATOOW SGR.
. ORDERTNG THZ MEN TO HEAD FOR A ROW OF HIGH SHBUBS:,
. AND SMALL TRZZS ABOUT SEVENTY YARDS FROM OUR BARRACK.
WE HaD NO ARMS WHAT SOEVER S0 WE JUST TQOK COVER
UNDER THE HIGH SHRUBS,AND SMALL TRIES.I AM POSITIVE
4E WERE SPOTTZD BY SOME OF THOBE JAP PILOTS BECAUSE
AFTER A Fod MIWUTES SMALL TWIGS,AND BRANCHZS BEGAN
70 FALL DOWN DUE TO THE MACHINE GUN FIRZ FROM THOSE
PLANZS .WHEN THINGS .BEGAN TO QUIET DOWN,SOME KEN WERE
ORDZRED TO GO TO THE SUPPLY ROOM,AND BRZAK QUT BOXES
CONTAINING 30 CAL.RIFLZS.I WAS ORBERZD TO TAKEMY SQUAD
AND TRY TO GZT AND BRING BACK CEMENT BAGS WHICH WERE
5OWN ON THE FLIGHT LINE NEAR OWE OF THI HANGZRS. .

OUT OF A FEW HUNDRED MEN STATIONED Al WHEELER FIZLD
- PHAT MORNING ,CASUALTIES AMOUNTED TO ELGHTY DTAD AMD
WOUNDED | U
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